TEXTS   AND   PRETEXTS

strange women. His son Rehoboam desired many
wives> not in the time of his iniquity, but during the
three years when he is said to have walked in the way
of David.                                       john milton.

Can that be love that drinks another as a sponge

drinks water,
That clouds with jealousy his nights, with weeping

all the day,
To spin a web of age around him, grey and hoary,

dark,
Till his eyes sicken at the fruit that hangs before his

sight ?

Such is self-love that envies all, a creeping skeleton
With lamplike eyes watching around the frozen

marriage bed.

But silken nets and traps of adamant will Oothoon

spread,
And catch for thee girls of mild silver, or of furious

gold.
I'll lie beside thee on a bank and view their wanton

play

In lovely copulation, bliss on bliss, with Theotormon:
Red as the rosy morning, lustful as the first-born

beam,
Oothoon shall view his dear delight, nor e'er with

jealous cloud
Come in the heaven of generous love, nor selfish

blightings bring.

WILLIAM BLAKE.

Here are three ways of asserting a predilection for
polygamy.   The differences between them are signi-
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